Hepatitis B virus antigen and antibodies in alcoholics. Etiological role of HBV in liver diseases of alcoholic patients.
A study was carried out to clarify the pathogenetic role of HBV in alcoholic patients with liver diseases. The incidence of serological markers of HBV infection was investigated in these patients and the histological characteristics were compared among the alcoholic patients with and without HBV markers. A high percentage of patients were positive for either HBsAg, anti-HBs or anti-HBc. In six of eight patients with positive HBsAg, liver histology showed viral features, but in 23 of 39 patients with positive anti-HBs and/or low titre anti-HBc and in 12 of 18 patients with negative HBV markers liver histology showed alcoholic features. From these results it is concluded that HBV presumably plays a major role in the pathogenesis of liver disease in alcoholic patients with persistent HBV infection but not in patients with positive antibodies.